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Chapter 13 - God’s Army of Worshipers (Part 2)

Protecting Your Heart Through Worship

Most of us understand the basic dynamics of the human soul. We have been taught, and rightly
so, that the soul is the combination of our mind, will and emotions. Generally speaking, when
the enemy comes against the church, he targets any of these three areas. We must see that the
protection of these areas is of vital importance in our war against Satan.

To further illuminate the nature of this battle, let us add that, in addition to the mind, the will
and the emotions, the soul is made of events and how we responded to those events. Who we
are today is the sum of what we have encountered in life and our subsequent reactions. Abuses
and afflictions hammer us one way, encouragement and praise inflate us another. Our reaction
to each event, whether that event was positive or negative, is poured into the creative marrow of
our individuality, where it is blended into the nature of our character.

What we call memory is actually our spirit gazing at the substance of our soul. With few
exceptions, those events that we remember the most have also shaped us the most. Indeed, the
reason our natural minds cannot forget certain incidents is because those events have literally
become part of our nature.

Our soul, its strengths and weaknesses, has been shaped by how well or poorly we handled our
past experiences. When Scripture commands us to not look back and to “forget… what lies
behind” (Philippians 3:13; see Luke 9:62), it is saying we must undo the consequences that have
come from our unchristlike reactions. With God, this is not impossible, for although the events
of our lives are irreversible, our reactions to those events can still be changed. As our wrong
reactions to the past change, we change. In other words, although we cannot alter the past, we
can put our past upon the “altar” as an act of worship. A worshiping heart truly allows God to
restore the soul.

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God”
(Romans 8:28). They key for the fulfillment of this verse is that we become lovers of God in our
spirits. Bad things become good for “those who love God.” When we are given to loving Him, all
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that we have passed through in life is washed and redeemed in that love. Bad becomes good by
the power of God.

Therefore, it is essential to both the salvation of our souls and our protection in warfare that we
be worshipers. the ship which safely carries us through the storms of adveristy is worship.

Psalm 84 expresses in praise to God the wonderful effect worship has upon the soul. “How
blessed is the man whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways to Zion! Passing
through the valley of Baca [weeping] they make it a spring; the early rain also covers it with
blessings” (v. 5-6).

If you are “ever praising” God (Psalm 84:4), your worship of God will transform the negative
assault of the enemy into “a spring” of sweet refreshing waters. No matter what befalls a
worshiper, their “valley of weeping” always becomes a spring covered “with blessings.” You
cannot successfully engage in warfare, nor pass through the wilderness of this life, without first
becoming a worshiper of God.

Worship: The Purpose of Creation

We were created for God’s pleasure. We were not created to live for ourselves but for Him. And
while the Lord desires that we enjoy His gifts and His people, He would have us know we were
created first for His pleasure. In these closing moments of this age, the Lord will have a people
whose purpose for living is to please God with their lives. In them, God finds His own earth only
to please God, and when He is pleased, they also are pleased.

Would that all Christ’s servants were so perfectly surrendered. Yet God finds His pleasure in us
all. But as the days of the kingdom draw near and the warfare at the end of this age increases,
those who have been created solely for the worship of God will come forth in the power and
glory of the Son. With the high praises of God in their mouth, they will execute upon the
enemies the judgment written (see Psalm 149). They will lead as generals in the Lord’s army of
worshipers.


